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English Lesson Plan for 10th Grade: Exploring the Poem "Dear White Brother"
(group B)
Grade Level: 10th Grade
[bookmark: _GoBack]Teacher: Elaine Hanna
Duration: 45 minutes


Lesson Objectives
1. Understand the main idea of the poem in simple language.
2. Encourage students to think about how people are different but equal.


1. Warm-Up 
· Ask: "What do you know about colors? Do people change colors?"
· Explain that the poem talks about how people look in different situations.

2. Reading the Poem 
· Read the poem aloud to the class with expression.

Dear White Brother

When I was born, I was black,
When I grew up, I was black,
When I am in the sun, I am black,
When I am sick, I am black,
When I die, I will be black.

While you, white man,
When you were born, you were pink,
When you grew up, you were white,
When you go in the sun, you are red,
When you are cold, you are blue,
When you are scared, you are green,
When you are sick, you are yellow,
When you die, you will be grey.
So, between you and me,
Who is the colored man?


Answer the questions:

1. What is the poem about?
a) Colors of people
b) The weather
c) Animals
d) A game

2. What color is the speaker’s skin?
a) Pink
b) White
c) Black
d) Green

3. What happens to the white man’s skin in the sun?
a) It turns red
b) It turns black
c) It stays white
d) It turns yellow



4. What does the speaker ask at the end of the poem?
a) “Who is the fastest?”
b) “Who is the smartest?”
c) “Who is the colored man?”
d) “Who is the tallest?”

Thinking About the Poem
5. Why does the speaker say “I am black” many times?
a) To show they always stay the same
b) To make the poem longer
c) To talk about colors
d) To tell a funny story

6. What happens to the white man’s skin when he is cold?
a) It turns red
b) It turns blue
c) It stays white
d) It turns black

7. Why does the speaker talk about the white man’s skin?
a) To show how it changes colors
b) To say it is the best
c) To say it is always white
d) To talk about feelings

Reflection on the Poem
8. Why is the white man called “colored” in the poem?
a) Because his skin changes colors
b) Because he likes colors
c) Because he paints pictures
d) Because he has colorful clothes

9. What does the speaker want us to learn?
a) We are all special in our way
b) Colors are fun to talk about
c) Black skin is better
d) The weather changes people


10. What is the most important message in the poem?
a) People are different but equal
b) The sun changes skin
c) Only black skin stays the same
d) Colors make people happy

NOTE:
· Show visuals (pictures of emotions or colors) to help students understand the descriptions (e.g., red for sunburn, blue for cold).



3. Group Activity 
· Divide the class into small groups and give each group a discussion question. Example questions: 
· "Why does the speaker stay the same color?"
· "What happens to the white man in the cold?"
· "Who is the colored man in the poem?"
· Each group shares their answer with the class.

4. Reflection and Wrap-Up 
· Discuss: "What does the poem teach us about people?"
· Emphasize: "We are all different, but everyone is special and equal."
· Optional: Have students draw a picture showing how people are different but can live together happily.






Materials Needed
-Copy of the poem "Dear White Brother."
-Visual aids (e.g., pictures of emotions and colors).
-Chart paper or a whiteboard for group work.
-Coloring supplies (optional for the drawing activity).

Assessment
-Observe student participation in group discussions.
-Check understanding through their answers and reflections.
-Optional: Review their drawings for creativity and understanding of the message.
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